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Happy Easter to all our readers! 

 

What do Chicago and Walkern have in 
common? See page 22 

Above: Routine maintenance of St Mary’s oldest bell. See page 24  
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St Mary’s Church Tower. See page 24 for the story  

Above: View from the Church tower.  

Below: the church clock mechanism, installed in 1905 
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Letter From The Clergy 

Dear Friends, 
This year celebrates the 200 years since the Slave Trade Abolition 
Bill was passed in the British Parliament. Until the 19th century 
slavery was considered an acceptable part of the economic system, 
enabling many countries in Europe and beyond to profit and prosper 
from this cruel trade. 
 

However, concern about the treatment of African people started to 
become a social issue in the 1760s and people from all walks of life 
including former slaves such as Oluadah Equiano and Ignatius 
Sancho, parliamentarians such as William Wilberforce and members 
of the Clapham Christian sect and church leaders such as Thomas 
Clarkson signed petitions, marched, lobbied and prayed for change. 
It was also a grass roots movement of people of courage and 
principle who made their voices heard even though it was unpopular. 
However slavery was not abolished in the New World until 1865 in 
the United States, and 1888 in Brazil. 
 

We need to remember that the evil of slavery still exists in some 
parts of the world and that it was only a few years ago that we 
witnessed the tragedy of illegal immigrants who were killed in the 
Morecambe Bay tragedy when collecting cockles on that treacherous 
bay when the tide rushed in. They were in the thrall of the gang 
masters who exploit such people for a pittance and threaten them 
with exposure to the authorities if they rebel in any way. 
 

David Lammy the Minister of Culture has said this; ‟I believe that the 
bicentenary in 2007 offers a chance for the country to make a 
collective commitment to ensure that in another 200 years, no one 
should feel the need to express the same level of regret for our 
actions today.‟ The Archbishop of Canterbury at General Synod in 
2006 said,‟ To speak here of repentance... we are actually 
discharging our responsibility to preach good news, not simply to 
look backwards in embarrassment, but to speak of the freedom we 
are given to face ourselves, including the unacceptable regions of... 
our history.‟ 
 

We must ensure in our own day and age that we leave behind a 
legacy of human dignity, freedom and integrity. 

Tony Ruffell  
Baldock and Walkern United Reformed Church 
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Richard Parsons 
French Polisher & 

Furniture Restorer 

 
• Antiques •Modern Furniture• 

• Pianos• 

• Full Repair Service• 

 

85 Pondcroft Road 

Knebworth, Herts SG3 6DE 

Telephone: 01438 812200 

BARBARA FOLLETT MP 
If you live in Walkern and have a problem you think 

 I can help with, please contact me at: 
Stevenage Labour Party 

4 Popple Way 
Stevenage 

Hertfordshire SGI 3TG 
Tel: 01438 222 800 
Fax: 01438 222 292 

E-mail: 
barbara@barbara-folIett.org.uk  

Web: www.barbara-folIett.org.uk 

ANTIQUES RESTORATIONANTIQUES RESTORATION  

30 years experience30 years experience  
  

All Repairs, PolishingAll Repairs, Polishing  

Fully Insured, Free EstimatesFully Insured, Free Estimates  
  

Peter WorbyPeter Worby  

Tel: 01920 821973Tel: 01920 821973  

e.mail. peter.worby@tesco.nete.mail. peter.worby@tesco.net  

Do you need an  

Accountant ?? 
 

Local practice specialising in small 
business, sole traders, self employed. 

 

*Fixed Fees   
*Out of hours meetings 
*Home visits 

 
Ring Brian on: 
01438 340111        

 

www.nockolds.co.ukwww.nockolds.co.uk  

Relationship breakdown, Children, 
Separation, Money Settlements 

Pre-Nuptial and Cohabitation Agreements 
Same Sex Partnerships 
Collaborative Lawyers 

Local Offices: 

Market Square 

Bishops Stortford  
Pre-booked Parking 

Available 

Bell Street 

Sawbridgeworth 

 

Family Problems? Family Problems?  

Members of Law Society ’ s  

Family and Children Panels and Resolution 

01279 75577701279 755777  

London based appointments available 
Flexible appointment times 

For professional advice from For professional advice from 

sympathetic and efficient Family Law sympathetic and efficient Family Law 

experts contactexperts contact    NockoldsNockolds  

mailto:barbara@barbara-folIett.org.uk
http://www.barbara-foliett.org.uk/
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Elizabeth Tucker 
 

The family of Elizabeth Tucker of Walkern thank everyone who sent 
letters, cards and messages of sympathy following her death at 
Wymondley Nursing Home in February. We are also grateful for your 
company at her funeral, and for flowers and donations to Help the 
Aged. It was a beautiful day, a moving service, and lovely to see 
people familiar from our childhood, as well as others who knew 
Elizabeth later in her life. We also thank Rev Becky Totterdell for the 
generous loan of her home for refreshments afterwards, the 
members of St Mary‟s Choir for leading the hymn singing, and our 
uncle and aunt, Norman and Joyce, who provided beautiful flowers in 
church, and everyone who helped the day run smoothly. We will all 
recall it as a heart-warming memory of our mother. 

Walkern Rugby 
 

Walkern will be playing against Datchworth Rugby Football Club 
again this year in our annual fixture, this year on Saturday 14th April.  
 

Walkern has a long-standing connection with Datchworth in that a 
number of villagers have played for Datchworth RFC. This prompted 
us, four years ago, to challenge Datchworth with a side made up of 
Walkern folk. Following our resounding success in 2005, at which 
point the honours were even, we faced much stiffer competition last 
year facing Datchworth under 19s and were soundly beaten by 
youth. So there is everything to play for this year! 
 

All money raised goes to charity – last year the £1400 that we raised 
on the day went to Wooden Spoon (http://www.woodenspoon.com/), 
Rugby‟s charity that supports disadvantaged children and young 
people.  
 

So, if you have nothing better to do at Easter, come and support 
Walkern Rugby at Datchworth‟s ground, kick-off 3-00pm, then back 
to the White Lion in Walkern for fundraising activities. Even better, if 
you think you‟ve got what it takes to play, especially if you are front 
row capable, then come and join in. We will be having training 
sessions, I promise. For further details contact Nigel Bennett on 
01438 861153 
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Painting & Decorating       Carpentry 

Patios      Decking 

Small Brickwork    Plastering 

Laminate Flooring     New Light Fittings 

Loft Conversions    Tiling    

Kitchen Fitting Service   Bedroom Units 

No Job too Small 

Over 30 years Experience 

Call Gary: 01438 361542 or 07771 526497 

We offer a wide range of skills that will meet all your 

requirements. 
   For all those jobs that you don’t get time to do or you need a 

skilled reliable professional tradesman to complete at a 

competitive price 

TAI CHI 
At Manor Farm House, Walkern 

 

Reduce your stress, improve your health and fitness. 
All ages and abilities welcome.  Also special over 60‟s sessions. 

Weekly daytime and evening classes. 
 

Contact Katy on 01438 861999 
www.insight.gb.net, 11 years teaching experience, TCUGB qualified 

http://www.insight.gb.net/
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Walkern Parish Council 
Draft Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 

20 February 2007  
 

Open Forum  
 

Mark Blackie, Housing Officer from South Anglia Housing 
Association attended the meeting to give a presentation on the 
proposed garage development in Aubries. The meeting was also 
attended by East Herts District Cllr Giles Scrivener who had attended 
a presentation previously given by South Anglia HA at their offices in 
Bishops Stortford. It is proposed that four dwellings will be built on 
the site and the Parish Council suggested that if any more homes are 
to be built in Walkern they should be offered to Walkern residents 
first and Councillors also pointed out that flats owned by the Housing 
Association still remain empty a year after being flooded. Mr Blackie 
also confirmed that garage tenants would be contacted prior to a 
planning application being submitted to gauge how the garages were 
currently being used.  
 
The ditch by the mill requires digging out again and the roadsides 
swept from Greenways to the Mill. The Council decided that the 
caravan based in the WS&RC car park for security purposes should 
be removed by the next meeting now that drainage work nearby has 
finished.  
 
The Chairman, Cllr Vickers, confirmed to the public that the Parish 
Council would not be renewing the lease to Walkern Sports & 
Recreation Club when it expires in September 2007. Further to public 
consultation, it is the Parish Council's intention to refurbish the 
pavilion for use as a village hall, as the school hall may not be 
available indefinitely.  
 

The meeting opened at 8.25 pm  
 
Those present were the Chairman, Cllr A Vickers, the Vice-
Chairman, Cllr R Cannon and Cllrs N Bennett, L Freeman and D de 
Boinville. Apologies for absence were received from Cllr R Ball and 
Cllr R Wright.  

[Continued] 
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COMPUTER REPAIRS / UPGRADES 

An experienced Computer Engineer is available to perform: 

  Hardware Upgrades   Software Loads  

  Repairs     Virus Scanning / Removal 

  Machine Networking   Company Network Support 

   Operating System Upgrades  Bespoke System Builds 

To discuss your particular needs please contact: 

David Wise on 01438 869396 or 07050 124436 

 

 
 

WEB PROGRAMMING & DESIGN 

Contact   Justin Nye 
t: 01438 860400    e: info@gripplespider.com    w:www.gripplespider.com 

 

Professional Website Design, Website optimization, Application Development, 
Custom Online Stores, Corporate Branding, Identity & Logos, 

Bespoke Software Development, Software Consulting 

NOVA COMPUTER SYSTEMS 
Your First Call for Business & 

Home User PC Problems 
 

 Computer Repairs 

 Software Installation 

 Upgrades 

 Networking 

 Internet Problems 

 Virus Removal 

 System Builds 

 Video to DVD Conversions 

 Website Design 

 Vinyl to CD Conversions 

 CCTV Installation 

 Laser Printer Repairs 
Our Promise : No Fix - No Fee 
For a professional service call: 

0141 4163866    or   0796 8866996 

Email:   info@nova-systems.co.uk 

mailto:info@nova-systems.co.uk
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[Continued] 
Approval of the Minutes of the Previous Meeting  

 
The minutes of the previous meeting, having been circulated, were 
accepted as a correct record on the proposal of Cllr Bennett and 
seconded by Cllr Freeman.  
 

Matters Arising from the Minutes  
 
Mr Miles has given the Parish Council a quotation to deal with the 
mole problem at the Recreation Ground together with a maintenance 
programme to control the situation throughout the year. This quotation 
accepted on the proposal of Cllr Bennett and seconded by Cllr 
Cannon and it was agreed that funds from the Recreation Ground 
Charity should cover the cost.  
 

Declarations of Interest  
 
Cllr Freeman declared an interest in item 7 on the agenda, WS&RC 
lease. Maintenance of Recreation Ground and Sportsfield During 
2007  
 
After consideration of various quotations, it was agreed on the 
proposal of Cllr Vickers and seconded by Cllr Cannon that Mr Tuttle 
should maintain the Recreation Ground this year and that Frank 
Cooper & Son should continue to maintain the Sportsfield.  
 

WS&RC Lease  
 
This item will be held in camera at the end of the meeting.  
 

Planning 
 
Planning Applications Received:  
 
Finches End, Walkern. Temporary sales signage board. The Parish 
Council oppose this additional signage on the same grounds as 
before in that it is detrimental to the outlook of the area being a 
conservation area.  

[Continued] 
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JON KYLE LANDSCAPE & GARDEN SERVICES 
Professionally trained maintenance specialists with 22 years experience 

 
Hedge cutting          Tree work         Seasonal pruning         Mowing 
Woodchipping        Planting       Renovation         Pressure cleaning 

 
Tel: 01438 747824                                            Mobile: 07719 967990 

E-mail: jonkylegardens@aol.com Website: www.jonkyle.co.uk 

 

 
 

www.maydencroftaquatics.com 
MAYDENCROFT LANE, GOSMORE, HITCHIN 

 

Aquatic Plants, Pond Liners,  
Fish and Pumps  

Natural Stone & Cobbles 
 

Women with waders 

The complete pond maintenance service 
 

www.womenwithwaders.co.uk 

 

 

 

  

 

 

01462 456020 

http://www.jonkyle.co.uk/
http://www.maydencroftaquatics.com/
http://www.womenwithwaders.co.uk/
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[continued] 

Planning 
Planning Applications Granted:  
 
17 Finches End, Walkern. Double storey side extension.  
 
Walkern Hall Farm, Walkern. Installation of 4 new windows into 
existing blind opening, installation of 1 door, minor internal stud 
partitions and revised staircase to east end stable block at Walkern 
Hall Farm.  
 
Planning Applications Refused:  
 
13 The Maltings, Walkern. Single storey extension between house 
and garage, conversion of existing garage and extension of garage 
to maintain double garage and storage area.  
 
Garden Cottage, Old Rectory, Walkern. Two storey rear extension 
and internal alterations.  
 

Schedule of Outstanding Items  
 
The allotment rent is due in March 2007, together with payment of 
the annual insurance premium.  
 

Any Other Business  
 
The sewage plant in Stevenage Road has become dirty and 
overgrown. The Clerk will write to Three Valleys Water to request 
that it be cleaned up.  
 
Cllr de Boinville pointed out that the Box Wood area needs to be litter 
picked again. The Clerk will contact EHDC.  
 

The meeting ended at 9.10 pm. The next meeting will be 
held on Tuesday 3 April 2007 in the School Hall.  
 

Please note these minutes have not been approved by the 
Parish Council and may be subject to alteration.  
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HAMILTON’S 

FOR HAIR & BEAUTY 
All-round cutting and styling - ladies, gentlemen and children. 

Leg waxing, make-up, aromatherapy and body massage. 
Telephone: 01438 861502 

"Forget the rest, come to the best" 

 Holiday Villa For Rent 
 

Spacious 3 bedroom detached 
Villa with private swimming pool, 

situated in a quiet residential 
location, in Nerja, near Malaga, 

Spain.  
 

Comfortably accommodates 6 
people at very reasonable prices.  

For further details phone  
01438 861955 

MILL END NURSERY 
Mill End, Rushden, Herts. SG9 0TA 

Tel. 01763 288434 
 

OPEN 9AM – 4PM  

7 DAYS A WEEK, INCLUDING BANK HOLIDAYS 

DOWNLOAD YOUR FREE CATALOGUE AT    
www.millendnursery.co.uk 

Greenwood Tree Care 
Tel:  01920 823607, Mob:  07881 902827 

Adam Welch 
 

Tree Work (Pruning, Reducing, 

Felling, Removal), Hedge Cutting 

Insured and Qualified 

Free Quotations 

Competitive Prices 
 

www.greenwoodtreecare.com 

Squeaky-Clean 
Ladderless Window Cleaners 

Using high reach water fed poles  

we can reach 

Conservatory roof / windows above 

Dorma / Skylights / Velux Windows 

 

01438 861081 
13 Aubries, Walkern, SG2 7NJ 

www.squeaky-clean.biz 

http://www.greenwoodtreecare.com/
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Walkern Primary School News 
 
We celebrated Easter with a lovely breakfast served in the school hall 
comprising of bacon and cereals. Thank you to Mrs Vye and all the 
staff and parents who helped in the kitchen. All donations raised from 
this breakfast are being put towards purchasing new PE equipment. 
This was then followed by a lovely service at St Mary‟s Church. 
Thank you to everybody who came along. I am sure you will all agree 
it was a wonderful service. 
 

The children took part in an Easter Egg hunt on the last day of term, 
this was great fun. Thank you to Friends of Walkern School for 
organizing this event.  
 

Class 1 & Class 2 have had interactive whiteboards installed in their 
class rooms. These will enable the teachers and children use 
computer aided resources for all lessons if required. All class rooms 
now have these fitted, along with additional computers in their class 
rooms. 
 

The library has had an injection of £500; this has been spent of 
updating all science, history and geography books. Our library if now 
fully stocked.  
 

The school hall has had a make over! The toilets have been 
refurbished with wheelchair access and the kitchen has been totally 
revamped. Many thanks go to Mr Dalton for all the hard work and 
time that has been put into this project. 
 

As the warmer weather is upon us, Gardening club will be starting 
again after the Easter break. Thank you to all of those who have 
donated cuttings, plants and seeds in the past. The children have 
great pleasure in caring and watching the vegetables and plants 
grow. If any of you are splitting plants again this spring we will gladly 
accept leftovers and donations.  
 

Years 4, 5 & 6 will be looking forward to starting Sailing Club again 
which takes place at Fairlands Valley.   
 

Thank you for all the Tesco and Sainsbury vouchers. We are still 
collecting. 

Natasha Chapman 
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        Goodbye  
            and  
         Thanks... 

 

...To everyone for their 
custom over the last 3 
years and making the 

White Lion "worth passing 
a few pubs for"  

 

31 High Street Walkern  
01438 861251 

www.whitelionwalkern.com 

Try walking in 2007! 
 
Walking is the most natural and simple form of movement, and an 
excellent all round mode of exercise. Yet as a nation we are walking 
less and less. Walking can help you to: Improve your general health; 
Get fit and stay fit; Control your weight; Live longer!  
 
Health experts agree that 30 minutes brisk walking on most days of 
the week is sufficient to improve fitness. That might seem a lot at first 
but walking can be incorporated into your everyday life more easily 
than any other activity. You don‟t need any special gear and you can 
do it wherever you are. It raises your energy levels, works off calories 
and doesn‟t cost a bean! 
 
Where to start? Try looking at www.walkinginherts.co.uk – this web-
site gives you all the information you need to know to start walking. It 
lists guided walks taking place, leaflets and books of walks and con-
tact details for dozens of walk groups. Go on, check the site now – 
you know you will enjoy a good walk! 
 

 
 

Gill and Peter will miss 
Walkern and the White 
Lion, and we hope to 
see you down at the 
Victory on Mersea 
Island, where it‟s  

"a great place to sink a 
few" 

  
www.victoryatmersea.com  

 

01206 382907   

http://www.walkinginherts.co.uk/
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Farming Notes from Walkern Hall Farm 
 

Well that‟s January and February out of the way. They still remain 
miserable months with nothing to redeem them save for the fact that 
Spring follows and I love the Spring. 
 

Despite yet another warm winter pushing crops to growth stages well 
in advance of the norm, I am generally quite pleased with how things 
are looking. We have started the nitrogen applications and at the 
time of writing all crops have had one dose and we have started the 
second on the rape. Plants have been growing so strongly that they 
are starting to turn yellow, a sure sign that the soil is running low of 
nitrogen. That said, we will still have to delay the timing of 
subsequent applications on the really advanced crops in order to 
slow them down a bit. If too much is applied too soon we run the risk 
of „lodging‟ where too much growth leads to the plant falling over and 
a disastrous yield loss. Of course if you leave it too late you can miss 
feeding the plant just when it needs it most, or it might get so dry that 
the nitrogen is not absorbed, leading to further yield loss. Obviously 
any failure on my behalf will be the weather‟s fault. 
 

We felt very smug about the spring barley, having drilled much of it 
last November. This is very early given that it is meant to be a spring 
crop and so drilled in the spring. This caused a most satisfactory 
series of raised eyebrows from other farmers, but the crop has 
looked good ever since. Bolstered with rebellious confidence we 
continued the drilling whenever the next frost allowed, ready to re-
write the rulebook. Unfortunately the long foot of Mother Nature 
found an easy, over confident target to trip up. Three of these fields 
had to be re-drilled owing to slug damage, probably due to the fact 
that the barley sat for too long in a rather wet cold seedbed. It‟s 
amazing what damage a few tiny little slugs can do, to both crop and 
ego.  
 

Last October I mentioned that we continued with the direct drilling 
experiment. So far, despite miserable drilling conditions, the wheat is 
looking good and with a bit of nitrogen management could look very 
good. We may well suffer from a heavy grass weed population but 
that remains to be seen. Meanwhile, I‟m feeling quite smug. Soon be 
ready for another fall then. 

 David de Boinville 
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Going Away? 
Too Busy? 

 

Complete Pet Service 
Dog Walking 
House sitting 

Cat Care 
Pet Feeding 

Pet Taxi/Ambulance 
Microchipping  

 

01438 228475 
www.sherts.animalsathome.co.uk 

Anita and Neil welcome you to 

The Moon & Stars 
Mill End , Rushden 

 

Lunch Tuesday - Sunday 

Evenings Tuesday – Saturday 

Open all day Sunday 

Closed Monday lunchtimes 
 

Booking always advisable on 

(01763) 288330 

Kate E Wilson  
MCFHP MAFHP 

Foot Health Practitioner 
 

Fungal Infections of the nail 

Ingrowing toenails 

Nail cutting 

Corns 

Veruccas 

Athlete’s foot 
 

Home Consultations 

Discount rates for group sessions 

Evening appointments available 

Phone: 01462 742719 

Mobile: 07917679363 

Registered Member Of the British Association Of Foot Health Professionals 

http://www.animalsathome.co.uk/
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Friends of St Mary’s Churchyard (FOSMY) 
 
Can you help us? We need new friends to help us keep the 
churchyard tidy during the summer. We are fortunate to have the 
majority of the grass cut but there is still other work to be done. If you 
can spare any time on the dates below, please do come along, and if 
you have a strimmer, rake or general gardening tools to help with 
tidying up work, that would be wonderful. 
 
This year‟s monthly work parties will be: 
Saturday 14th April, 9.30 am to 12 noon 
Saturday 12th May, 9.30 am to 12 noon 
Saturday 9th June, 9.30 am to 12 noon 
Tuesday 3rd July, 6.30 to 8.30 pm 

Tuesday 31
st
 July, 6.30 to 8.30 pm 

Tuesday 28th August, 6.30 to 8.30 pm 
Saturday 29th September, 9.30 am to 12 noon 

Saturday 27th October, 9.30 am to 12 noon 
Saturday 24th November, 9.30 am to 12 noon 
 
We are also looking for someone to mow and keep the Garden of 
Remembrance tidy: Norman Tucker has done a wonderful job for 
many years, for which we are so grateful, but has now had to retire. 
 
Thirdly, we are looking for friends to be on our committee – not an 
onerous job – we have three informal meetings a year to plan our 
work.  
 
Have a look at the churchyard at the moment: it is looking so 
beautiful. Please help us keep it looking lovely in the future. Contact 
Jill Gray, Tel. 861338. 

Crystallised Spring Flowers 
 

Primroses and violets look and taste wonderful when crystallised and 
used to decorate cakes, like the Simnel cake on page 37. To 
crystallise the flowers, lightly whisk an egg white in a bowl then 
carefully brush over the flower petals. Sprinkle over caster sugar so 
the sugar sticks to the egg white. Leave to harden in a warm place, 
such as a shelf above a radiator or in an airing cupboard, until dry 
and firm. 
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One to One Tuition 
 

Friendly, very experienced local ex 

senior teacher and tutor offers help 

and support to ages 5 to 16 

in your home 
 

Regular, intensive, holiday or 

intermittent courses available in: 
 

Maths or Reading or English. 

also 

Revision, Entrance Exams, 

G.C.S.E. SATS etc... 
 

Flexible hours available 

References available 

 

Ring 01763 272803 
 

DOMESTIC OVEN CLEANING 
By  

the UK's leading oven cleaning 
company  

Bringing a sparkle to your 
Kitchen 

Booking NOW for Xmas 

Non caustic, fresh solution every 
time. Hobs, Extractors, Microwaves 

and Gas Barbeques  
 

Call Tony on 01438 313077 
www.ovenclean.com  

 

http://www.ovenclean.com/
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Wakern on the Wildside 
Easter messenger 

 
Last month I wrote about the spring messenger, the lesser 
celandine, and it seems appropriate this April to mention the pasque 
flower (see photos on back page). Its Latin name is Pulsatilla 
vulgaris: pulsatilla means “quaking”, because its large flowers shake 
in the breeze. Like the lesser celandine it is in the buttercup family, 
but is an altogether different looking species with very different 
habitat preference. Also, unlike the ubiquitous lesser celandine, the 
pasque flower is classed as very rare in the UK; it is on the red data 
list of endangered plants. Thus the second half of its Latin name of 
vulgaris, which means common, is anything but appropriate, in the 
UK at least. It is a relatively large and attractive purple-flowered 
plant, some say it is perhaps the most attractive of our native 
flowers. It has heavily dissected and hairy blue-grey leaves, not very 
difficult to miss, especially as it likes short turf.  
 
It is called pasque flower because it blooms in late March to April 
(“pasque” meaning “of Easter”), although according to Greek legend, 
it sprang from the tears of Venus. Hertfordshire is one of the better 
counties to see this rare and attractive flower, and one of its 
common sites is on the south facing slopes of Neolithic burial 
mounds. It is sometimes called Dane‟s blood which is quite fitting 
with Hertfordshire being on the dividing line of the old Dane Law, the 
early medieval boundary that divided Saxon from Dane (hence the 
high frequency of place names such as Dane End).  
 
Another common habitat is short chalkland turf, often on steepish 
slopes that have managed to avoid the plough. Fortunately, two 
National Nature Reserves fairly near to Walkern fit this and have a 
good but sadly dwindling number of plants. I can recommend either 
site for a visit this Easter, they are: Barton Springs NNR at Barton-le
-Clay near Hitchin and Thursfield Common NNR near Royston. They 
are both very scenic locations and they are also rewarding sites for 
the chalk flora in general, which is more diverse in such habitats 
than almost any other in the UK. Happy Easter! 
 

 John Pearson 
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Wakern on the Wildside 
Sex in the Hedgerows (again) 

 

Despite the recent cold spell, following the warm, spring-like weather 
of the beginning of March, many of our resident song birds are now 
well into their breeding season. Most of our summer visitors are yet 
to arrive after their long journey from Africa, and will not start to nest 
until May. 
 

One of our resident garden birds which is often overlooked, is the 
Dunnock or Hedge Sparrow. This is not in fact a member of the 
Sparrow family, but is an Accentor, and so should really be called a 
Hedge Accentor. In the Middle Ages it was common to give the name 
“Sparrow” to any small bird, and for the Hedge Sparrow, the name 
stuck. The old country name, Dunnock, means “a dun-coloured bird” 
i.e. a dull greyish-brown colour, as in the Dun Cow pub name.  

 

I think the name Dunnock 
describes the bird best as it has 
no special or outstanding 
features; a greyish head and 
streaked brown and black back. 
But its bill is typical of an insect 
eater, fine and pointed, unlike the 
thick, seed-crunching bill of the 
House Sparrow. The Dunnock 
spends much of its time on the 
ground under hedges and 
bushes, or creeping around 
garden borders, searching for its 

insect food, although in winter it will take small seeds. Although not 
showy in appearance the Dunnock has a lovely clear, loud song 
which can be heard at most times of the year, and is usually given 
from the top of a bush. 
 

In the south of England the Dunnock is one of the most common 
victims of the Cuckoo. It is not clear why this should be, as Cuckoos 
usually lay eggs of a similar colour to their host species, so that an 
egg would not be rejected, but very few blue Cuckoo eggs have ever 
been found. This connection between Dunnock and Cuckoo was 
even referred to over 600 years ago by Geoffrey Chaucer in his 
writings of 1382. 
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As for the sex life of the Dunnock – Well! 
 

Over 90% of all bird species are monogamous, the rest are 
polygamous, frequentely having more than one mate. Polygamy can 
be sub-divided into three categories: Polygyny is when one male 
mates with several females;  Polyandry is one female mating with 
several males; Polygynandry is when several males mate with 
several females. 
 
An extreme example of monogamy is the Wandering Albatross, 
where one male and one female will stay faithfully together for up to 
60 years! The best example at the other end of the scale, of 
polygynandry, is, yes you‟ve guessed, the Dunnock. Both males and 
females will have many partners during the breeding season. 
 
So look out for this insignificant little garden bird, which although it 
many not be anything special to look at, is quite a character with a 
fascinating story to tell. 

 

Paul and Ann Collis 
 
[My favourite, country name for 
this bird is “Shufflewings” which 
aptly describes its nervous, wing-
ruffling behaviour. The editor]  

Left: A Dunnock.  
 

Above: Three blue, Dunnock 

eggs and a larger, speckled, 

Cuckoo egg. 
 

Right: A young Cuckoo 

being fed by a small, duped, 

Dunnock 
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Walkern Fair: Sunday 6 May 2007 
 

Plans are on-going for this year's Fair which is now only a few weeks 
away!  As the first village fair of the season, we are keen to set the 
pace and put on a really great event for our community.  
This year, we are thrilled to announce that Tony Hadley will be 
opening the proceedings for us (2pm sharp on the Sports Field) so 
make sure you are there nice and early to meet him with a great 
Walkern Welcome!  
 

The day 'kicks-off' at lunchtime however, with a Junior Football 
Competition which will be on-going throughout the afternoon.  The 
sporting theme concludes the day with the ever popular Tug of War 
with the local pubs and groups battling it out for the trophy and 
perhaps more importantly the 'pride of the village'. If you have a 
sporting 'four legged friend', do bring him or her along to take part in 
the Comedy Dog Show which was so popular last year.  This year 
we'll have more classes and more prizes so don't miss out.  
 

Buy a ticket for our fabulous Raffle (tickets will be available on the 
day or two weeks before the event in the pubs, shop and through 
local organisations).  First prize is a fabulous £200 voucher with Red 
Letter Days - so, you could take a champagne trip in hot air balloon; 
be pampered at a luxury spa;  learn how to be a Techno DJ; enjoy a 
'Ferrari thrill', or take the whole family out for a day to remember. The 
options are endless!  If you are not lucky enough to come first, there 
are lots of other wonderful prizes to keep you entertained.  
 

As always there will be a Microlight display with a special prize drop 
for the kids, lots of charity stalls, bouncy castle, fairground 
attractions, a chance to try clay pigeon shooting, a great BBQ plus 
traditional tea-tent, music, military vehicles; a trailer ride for the kids 
and lots more.  You can also test your strength at the 'Strong Man' 
attraction; test your aim with the Golf, Cricket and Skittles attractions 
and release all your tension by smashing some plates!  All the 
ingredients for another Walkern day to remember.  
 

On a practical note, if you have any books that you'd like to donate to 
the book stall, please let us know.  If you are a local business that 
would like to help us out with prizes, we'd also love to hear from you.  
 

Please call Shelley on 861 934 or Julie on 861 613 if you can help us 
in any way. 
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From Chicago to  Walkern 
 
Former Spandau Ballet singer Tony Hadley made his West End 
debut when he took over the part of Billy Flynn in Chicago for an 
eight-week season earlier this year, and on 6th May he has very 
generously agreed to open the Walkern Fair!  

 

As the front man of Spandau 
Ballet, Tony Hadley achieved 
global fame thanks to the 
success of his band‟s hit “True” 
and other chart-toppers. He has 
been an accomplished solo 
artist for nearly 15 years, 
releasing several solo albums.  
He loves song-writing and 
recording, although his real 
passion lies within the live 
arena. Together with his band, 
he's performed worldwide as 
well as for British Troops in 
Bosnia, Kosovo, Kuwait, the 
Falkland Islands and Northern 
Ireland.  He is also involved with 
a number of charities:  The 
Shooting Star Children's 
Hospice, the Victims of Crime 
Trust, Lowe Syndrome Trust 
and Medical Research.   

 

Tony's contribution to the music industry was recognised in 2005 
when The British Academy of Composers and Songwriters awarded 
him with a Gold Badge.  
 

Last autumn he realized another dream when he made his latest 
album, Passing Strangers. The album covers some of Tony's 
favourite songs by favourite artists such as Tony Bennett, Jack 
Jones and Billy Eckstine as well as two original songs written by 
Tony. The album has already featured on Parkinson and Friday Night 
is Music Night. A 17-piece big band concert tour across the UK and 
Europe accompanied the release of the album. 
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The Bells of St Mary’s: Part 2 
 

If, like me, you take pleasure in listening to the peal of our church 
bells I am sure you will have enjoyed reading last month‟s 
informative article on the Bells of St Mary‟s. It occurred to me that it 
might be a good idea if I could photograph the bells in the church 
tower. So one Saturday morning I was invited by Chris Carter and his 
son Matthew to go up the tower as they were going to carry out some 
routine maintenance.  
 

The dedication of the bell ringers extends to more than practice on 
Friday and ringing for the Sunday service; the bells, ropes and 
fittings need a good deal of attention and servicing if they are to ring 
smoothly. This involves scaling the tower for regular inspections of 
the bells and bell frame which is housed on the second floor.  
 

So it was that I ascended the first  ladder some 30 feet to the first 
floor. On the first floor is the clock chamber with its grand looking 
clock mechanism, a three-train, weight-driven, turret clock 

manufactured by William Potts of 
Leeds, and installed in 1905 (see 
photo on page 2). It used to need 
hand winding and weights re-setting 
every two to three days, but two 
years ago it was converted to an 
automatic winding system. The clock 
chimes the quarters and hours using 
the bells numbered 2 through 6.  
 

After marvelling at the clock 
mechanism it was onwards and 
upwards another 16 feet to the 
second floor and the bell chamber. 
Quite a struggle at the top to get in 
to the bell chamber as the six bells, 
their rope wheels and the frame that 
supports them occupy a 
considerable amount of room. Chris 
and Matthew have become quite 
adept at snaking their way both up 
and over the bells and their 
guidance was a must to manoeuvre 
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around the bells. Routine work involves more than I imagined. As a 
complete novice I had imagined that the principle of hand bell ringing 
applied but with the addition of a few ropes and pulleys. In fact the 
mechanisms are much more complex and things such as Hastings-
stays, Ellacombe chime hammers and plain bearings add to the 
mystery of the mechanisms. Lubrication of the plain bearings, found 
on five of the six bells, is needed to assure smooth operation and this 
is a regular task for Chris and Matthew (see photo of Chris below). 
The plain bearings reflect the bells‟ age as they lack any ball-
bearings and, as I understand it, the bell axle is simply  inserted into 
an enclosable cast-iron recess. Also in keeping with tradition is the 
use of castor oil as the lubricant. With all the movement and vibration 
that such large bells generate, the nuts and bolts need regular 
attention and occasional replacement.       
 

The last major overhaul of the bells was in 1909 when they were 
taken down, tuned, restored and re-hung as well as having a new 
bell hanging frame installed. The oldest bell, cast in 1696, was re-
cast at this date. (The photo on the front page shows Matthew 
checking this bell.) They are now due another less major service by 
the Whitechapel Bell Foundry and it was reassuring to see in their 
report on the condition of the “bells, fittings, frame and tower”  at St 
Mary that “the tower appeared to be in good condition and we 
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Cromer Windmill 
 
The year has turned and we are 
preparing the rota for guides for the 
season starting in mid-May until mid-
September. The sails are given a 
quarter turn every fortnight: the main 
bearings are kept well lubricated as 
are the hundreds of hinges on the 
shutters. We really need at least two 
new guides for just two afternoons, 
2.30 to 5pm, Saturday or Sunday: 
perhaps newcomers to the village 
who like meeting visitors from all over 

the world. Come have a look around and enjoy the “wow” factor – 
how the heck did they handle those huge timbers over 300 years 
ago? 
 

Simon Bennett, Tel. 861662 

sensed virtually no movement when either the tenor or 4th bells were 
rung singly”. 

 
On the tower walls there is also a 
remarkable amount of graffiti, 
some dating back to the 17th 
century. They are mostly names 
and dates carved into the stone, 
some very clear and professional, 
presumably carved by skilled 
stonemasons; some by the bell 
repairers and tuners that have 
visited over the years and others 
by the bell ringers; names include 
WD 1664; WA 1769 (see photo on 

left), G Pettit 1841, W Bray Oct 16 1843, Smedley 1808, S Savage 
1931, J Cordell 1952. (More will be said of some of these people in a 
later WJ.) All this adds to the feeling of age and history of the church 
tower and what a privilege it was to be shown around by Chris and 
Matthew.   

John Pearson 
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Stuart A. Jones 

ROOFING 

CONTRACTOR 
 Specialists in Period Roof 

Renovations 
Strip and re-tile, and re-slate 

FREE QUOTATIONS 
All work guaranteed 

Tel: 01438 861711 

R. C. MOTORS 
ACCIDENT REPAIR SPECIALIST 

Low-bake Paint Oven • Body Jig 

Resprays • Insurance Work 

 

FREE ESTIMATES 

 

Telephone: 

01438 354026 (Daytime) 

01438 861462 (Evening)  

Chimney Sweep  

VAC & BRUSH 
 

IAN ROBERTS      
 OF WALLINGTON 

Tel: 01763 288352 

 

Reduced charge for 
Senior Citizens 

CLARK’S GARAGE 
(WALKERN) LTD 

 

Tel: 01438 861634 
 

* Car Sales & Accessories * 

Parts, Servicing and Repairs  
to all makes of car 

 
MoT Testing                         Petrol 

Sign Work & 

“T” ShirT PrinTing 

Design and production of 

graphics for Vehicles, 

Builders Boards, Exhibitions, 

Banners, and General Signs 

 Contact Chris 01438 861279 

Travel Service 
1-6 passengers 

For transport to Airports, Clubs, Theatres 

Nights Out 

Any occassion, Any distance 

 

Friendly reliable service 

Please phone for a quote 

07789 113231 
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Walkern Gardening Club 
 
There was a larger audience than usual to hear Mrs Godfrey's talk 
entitled 'Good in Bed'. However, the talk was about border plants that 
last well and was very interesting. 
  
Mrs Godfrey has a 100x70 foot garden facing south and on stony, 
free draining loam.  She also has a garden centre, Daisy Roots, to be 
found on the London Road, Hertford.  You can find more on 
www.daisyroots.com.  or  01992 582401 or 07958 563355. Mrs 
Godfrey opens her garden in Bengeo twice a year, in July and 
September and showed us slides of the plants in her garden. These 
ranged from small trees, such as the purple leaved Judas tree, 
Forest Pansy, to tiny Viola corsica. In between were many of the 
garden flowers we all grow (or try to) - Kniphofias, white willow herb, 
Spanish foxgloves, perennial wallflowers, Crocosmia, asters,  golden 
lemon balm, sedums and many others, all looking so healthy and 
well grown. 
  
To maximise the planting area in the garden, I understand the lawn 
has been sacrificed and a Perspex mirror framed by two posts 
covered in climbing plants gives the illusion of a vista and whole new 
area. It is certainly a garden I very much look forward to visiting in 
the summer. Mrs Godfrey was introduced by the acting chairman, 
Pauline Davey and thanked by Manfred Weyl. 
  
Schedules for the annual show of garden produce and crafts 
which will be held on 1 September in Walkern School Hall were 
handed out. Further copies can be obtained from Pauline Davey or 
Doris Weyl. 
  
Next month, we have a talk by Mr R Revel on Wild Britain, as well as 
the AGM.  It will be held in the Walkern School Hall at 7.30 pm on 
Wednesday, 21st March. 
 

Mother's Union 
The meeting was held on March 7th.The members made 3 
scrapbooks for Libury Hall, a diocesan project. The next meeting to 
be held on April 3rd will be a Corporate Communion. 

Irene Pink 

http://www.daisyroots.com
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IMPACT 
 

FIRE & SECURITY LTD 
Intruder Alarms, Fire Alarms 

CCTV, Access Control, 

Home Entertainments Systems 

General Home Security  

(Window/door locks etc.) 

 

Free Quotations 

ROBERT BURNELL 

52, Augustus Gate, Stevenage, 

SG2 7QY 

Tel: 07854 612210 

 

Specialists in  

the manufacture and restoration of  

timber sash windows,  

casement windows, single or 

sympathetically double-glazed,  

doors, conservatories, mouldings,  

all faithful reproductions  

to compliment your period property. 

 

 

 

New light through old windows 

For a free quotation, 

Call Jason on: 

n e w l i g h t 
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Walkern Women’s Institute: March 2007 

 
President Pam Sayers welcomed all members and visitors, Marjorie 
Ashurst accompanied the singing of Jerusalem, and a birthday posy 
was given to Ann Strowger. A letter had been received from the 
Water Aid "Knit-a-River" project, thanking members for the 28 blue 
squares they had knitted, and as the meeting was in Fair Trade 
Fortnight, Pam brought some chocolate for everyone to taste.  
 
Ann Strowger will obtain tickets for the Thespians show at the 
Gordon Craig Theatre on the 17th March; and tickets, £2.00 each, 
are now available for the Group Meeting on the 29th March. Free 
tickets are now also available for the Spring Council Meeting at St 
Albans Arena in April, when the principle speaker will be Gervaise 
Phinn.  
 
A letter was read from HFWI containing a proposal regarding the 
possible future re-location of County Headquarters, at present in a 
listed building in a conservation area in St Albans, to somewhere 
with easier access for the disabled, and for the various committees 
using the rabbit warren of rooms there. Members discussed this 
proposal, which was carried, with two abstentions.  
 
After reading another of her amusing poems, Pam introduced our 
speaker, Mrs Julia Marriage, who chose as her subject "Harvest 
Home - an East Anglian Childhood". Julia had spent 30 years with 
the Hertfordshire Library Service, particularly with the children's and 
schools service. However, she was brought up on a farm in a small 
village near Bury St Edmunds that her family took over in 1939 and 
she related many memories of a mixed farm of animals, crops and 
murder, the farm having been the scene of the previous farmer's 
murder in 1938!  
 
After various stories of her childhood, which reminded us of our own 
childhood with several shops and craftsmen in the quite small village, 
Julia amused everyone by reading the story of Noah's Ark in the 
Suffolk dialect. On behalf of the members, Noyna Czech thanked her 
for her excellent and entertaining talk.  
 
Nancy Soanes won the competition for an old kitchen tool with a 
Quick Pudding Cooker, a lovely old pudding basin with a lid.  [Cont.] 
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Your independent local Estate Agent  

with 9 Computer linked offices 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

ESTATE AGENTS & CONSULTATION SURVEYORS 
 

61-63 HIGH STREET, OLD TOWN, STEVENAGE, HERTS, SG1 3AQ 

 

TELEPHONE: 01438 316846 

FAX: 01438 352447 
 

www.putterills.co.uk 

E-mail: oldtown@putterills.co.uk 

  

stocking wide range of  paper craft 
supplies, including  card blanks 

scrapbooking, peel offs, punches 
embellishments, decorative papers 

and much much more 
 

2006 workshops check website,  
phone or call in for details 

 

opening hours:  
 tuesday - saturday 10am - 6pm  

sundays 11am - 4pm 
 

units 2 to 4 weston barns  
weston hitchin herts SG4 7DB   

tel: 01462 790 070 
www.swalkcraft.co.uk 

Swalk craft 
paraphernalia 

 

http://www.putterills.co.uk/
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[Continued] 
As it was St David's day, the delicious refreshments had a very 
Welsh flavour with Barra Brith, Welsh cakes and Caerphilly cheese 
scones, with daffodils and leeks decorating the table, all thanks to 
Joyce Tucker and Norma Jackson. Ann Allott organised the raffle, 
the first of many prize winners being Frances Hucklesby.  
 
Our next meeting will be on Wednesday 4th April and not on 
Thursday 5th April, which is Maundy Thursday, when our speaker 
will be Mr Ralph Maslin, an ex-Policeman, who will relate some of his 
experiences. As always, we shall be pleased to welcome any visitors 
or new members.  

Margaret Smith 

 

1st Walkern Brownies 

 
Several Brownies joined the Guides and Rainbows at the Family 
Service at St Mary's in February in a presentation on the history of 
Guiding to celebrate Thinking Day. They also attended the Mothering 
Sunday service in March.  
 
We finished the Road Safety Badge with a visit from the Police 
Community Support Officers and all the girls gained their badge. We 
have also had several craft evenings while working on the Craft 
Badge. The girls have been practising their Home Skills so that they 
could be really helpful to their Mums on Mothers Day - we hope the 
Mums noticed the difference!  
 
We welcomed Charlotte and hope she enjoys her time in Walkern 
Brownies. We said goodbye to Georgia and hope she has a fantastic 
time in Guides.  

Badges 
 
Road Safety:  Georgia, Becky, Emily, Jennifer, Scarlett, Chloe, 
   Ella, Izzy, Robyn  
Craft:   Becky, Emily, Jennifer, Scarlett, Ella, Izzy, Robyn  
 

Olga Ginn, 861754 
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DOCTOR LACEY AND PARTNERS 
WALKERN SURGERY 

80 HIGH STREET, WALKERN 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday – 9.30am (walk-in surgery) 

NEWLY REFURBISHED PREMISES 

Tel: Stevenage (01438) 361111 

………………………….. 

KING GEORGE SURGERY 
135 High Street, Stevenage SG1 3HT 

WALKERN STORES & POST OFFICE 
NEWSAGENT, GENERAL STORE & OFF-LICENCE  

DVD RENTAL DRY CLEANING 
 

 

Mon-Fri: 7.00am –7.00pm 

Saturday: 8.00am -7.00pm  

Sunday: 9.00am - 2.00pm  

01438 861272    or    01438 860330 

Thinking of throwing a party? 

 

Oasis Specialist Tent Hire supplies Bedouin Tents with beautiful 

Arabian carpets, low level luxurious seating for lounging or dining, 

lanterns and lamps and shining brass tables. 
 

For more information call Mark and Dany Fremantle on 07891 807 901. 
  
 
 

 

 
 
 

www.oasistents.co.uk 
 

Part time work available April to October 2006 

Oasis is based in Watton-at-Stone (nr. Stapleford) and we are looking 
for people who enjoy working as part of a team and relish a challenge in 

an unusual but very rewarding job.  
 

We value punctuality, reliability and a problem-solving attitude. 
See www.oasistents.co.uk/content/Employment.html  

or call 07891 807901 

http://www.oasistents.co.uk/content/Employment.html
http://www.oasistents.co.uk/
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1

st
 Walkern Guides 

 
Our Spring term draws to a close on a busy note. Our guides have 
been working on various interest badges and challenges. They have 
completed their First Aid badge with the help of our county First Aid 
Advisor. They all worked hard for this badge which will be presented 
to them shortly. 
 

We marked the Chinese New Year with a chopstick competition and 
Shelby came out as the fastest rice-eater, having had to beat off 
some stiff opposition from very determined guides! Olga brought 
along a range of beautiful Chinese costumes which the girls enjoyed 
wearing (see photo on back page). 
 

Fairtrade fortnight gave us the opportunity to discuss the importance 
of making sure that third world producers get a fair price for their 
products. We also spoke about the wide range of Fairtrade goods 
which are available in our shops. 
 

The guides along with the brownies and rainbows attended the 
family service on Mothering Sunday at St Mary‟s. Flags were 
presented and flowers were distributed to all the children present 
who took them home as a gift for their mothers. 
 

Fundraising continues for Rozanne to help finance her trip to 
Sweden when she will represent Walkern at the International Camp. 
She would like to thanks all those who sponsored her recently when 
she did a marathon swim. 
 

Our next fundraising event is our Scottish country dancing evening 
on Saturday 28th April in the School Hall, 9 – 10pm. Tickets are £5 
adults and £3 children. Refreshments will be served and there will 
be a raffle. We hope to see you at this fun evening which will help 
put Walkern on the map! 
 

The guides and their leaders wish you all a very happy Easter and 
our grateful thanks to all of our supporters. 
 

Enquiries about joining or helping at guides, telephone Rita Healy, 
861098 
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    L      I      M      I       T      E      
D 
●  Full Range Now In Stock 

● Steel Fabrication Dept 

● Sheds & Gates Made To 

Your Own Specification 

● All Fencing Work Undertaken 

By First Class Craftsman 

● All Insurance Work Undertaken 

www.taefencingltd.co.uk 
info@taefencingltd.co.uk 

New Premises: The Oak Yard, Walkern 

Hall Farm, Walkern, SG2 7HZ 

SUPPLIERS OF SHEDS 

 & FENCING  

MATERIALS B0TH TO  

TRADE & RETAIL 

Current Stevenage 
Borough Council 

Contractor 

TEL  

01438 869386 

FAX  

01438 869496 

 

http://www.taefencingltd.co.uk./
mailto:info@taefencingltd.co.uk
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Simnel Cake 
 
110g/4oz butter or margarine 
110g/4oz soft brown sugar 
3 eggs, beaten 
150g/5oz plain flour 
pinch of salt 
½ tsp ground mixed spice 
350g/12oz mixed raisins, currants and sultanas 
55g/2oz chopped mixed peel 
½ lemon, grated rind only 
250g/8oz Marzipan 
1-2 tbsp apricot jam 
1 egg, beaten for glazing 
Crystallised primroses or violets (optional – see page 17 for recipe) 
 
Roll out a third of the marzipan to make a circle 18cm/7in in diameter 
and reserve the remainder for topping of the cake. Preheat oven to 
140C/275F/ Gas 1. To make the cake, cream the butter and sugar 
together until pale and fluffy. Gradually beat in the eggs until well 
incorporated and then sift in the flour, salt and spice a little at a time. 
Finally, add the dried fruit, peel and grated lemon rind and mix well. 
 
Put half the mixture in a greased and lined 18cm/7in cake tin. 
Smooth the top and cover with the circle of almond paste. Add the 
rest of the cake mixture and smooth the top leaving a slight dip in the 
centre to allow for the cake to rise. Bake in the preheated oven for 
1½ hours. Once baked, remove from the oven and leave to cool.  
 
To decorate, brush the top of the cooled cake with warmed apricot 
jam. Divide the remainder of the marzipan into two; roll out a circle to 
cover the top of the cake with one half and form 11 small balls with 
the other half. Place the marzipan circle on the jam and make a 
lattice pattern in the centre with a sharp knife; arrange the 11 balls 
round the edge. Brush the top with a little beaten egg and glaze 
under a hot grill for about 5 minutes, so that the marzipan is tinged 
brown all over (you can do this with a blow torch if preferred!). Finish 
the cake off by arranging crystallised violets or primroses in the 
middle if using them. 
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Walkern United Reformed Church : Contact details 
 

Minister: Revd Tony Ruffell, 18 Pembroke Road, Baldock, SG7 6DB. 
Tel 01462-490116 

 

Elders:  
Revd John Walker, 12 Riddell Gardens, Baldock, SG7 6JZ. 

Tel 01462 895481 
Mr Richard Cannon, 33 High Street, Walkern, SG2 7N.  Tel: 861278 
Mrs Mary Miller,  129 High Street, Walkern, SG2 7NJ.  Tel: 861669 

 

Treasurer: Mr Richard Cannon: 861278 
 

Secretary: Mrs Mary Miller: 861669 

St Mary’s Church, Walkern. Contact details 
 

Priest in Charge: Revd Becky Totterdell. The Rectory, Bockings, Walkern, 
SG2 7PB.  Tel. 01438 861322 

 

Readers:  
Mr Paul Cobb, 14 Hebing End, Benington, SG2 7DD. Tel 869348 
Mrs Anne Edwards, „Irving Cottage‟, 112 High Street, Walkern. Tel. 861237 
Mr Steve Mason, 136 Wisden Road, Stevenage, SG1 5JB. Tel. 360847 
 

Retired Clergy: 
Revd Norman Plumb, 36 Walkern Road, Benington, SG2 7LP.  Tel. 869731 

Revd Jim Smith, 34 Cherry Tree Rise, Walkern, SG2 7JL.  Tel: 861951 
 

Churchwardens: 
Mrs Anne Edwards: 861237            Mrs Liz Morgan: 861564 

 

Secretary to the Parochial Church Council:  
Mrs Jan Fewell 861322 

 

Treasurer to the Parochial Church Council:  
Mr William Trower: 861004 

 

Organist: Mrs Bev Harlow: 225365 
 

Bell Ringing: 1st Sunday of month: 9.30-10.00am 
Subsequent Sundays: 9.00-9.30am 

Practice night: Fridays: 7.30pm 

Captain of Bells: Steve King: 358761  
 

Friends of St Mary’s Churchyard (FOSMY) 
Mrs Jill Gray: 861338 

 

Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals. To arrange any of these services, please 
contact Revd Becky Totterdell 
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Answers to last month’s London Quiz 
 

1. An overcooked tree (5, 3) BURNT OAK 

2. The craftsman‟s drinking place (7, 3) POTTERS BAR 

3. The value of a magic stick (10) WANDSWORTH 

4. Dogs live here by the sound of it (7) BARKING 

5. Where Sir Galahad crossed the river (13) KNIGHTSBRIDGE 

6. Opposite the northern entrance (9) SOUTHGATE 

7. Me, throw a heavy weight (9) ISLINGTON 

8. Applause for the egg‟s partner (7) CLAPHAM 

9. Keep the play going (5) ACTON 

10. Sounds like what the Cockney doctor might be doing (6) EALING 

11. Entertainment between April and June (7) MAYFAIR 

12. Sounds like you need this to play snooker (3) KEW 

13. Not a low entrance (8) HIGHGATE 

14. Where Dutch children might play (7, 4) HOLLAND PARK 

15. Not at them (anagram) (9) TOTTENHAM 

16. Not the place for a round battle (9, 6) TRAFALGAR SQUARE 

17. Not a well car by the sound of it (6) ILFORD 

18. A great big one on the river (7) WAPPING 

19. Pancake mix with salt water (9) BATTERSEA 

20. Sounds like it‟s not a shiny skin irritation (7) DULWICH 

Toy Library Coming Soon 
 
Beane Valley Children‟s Centre will soon be running a Toy Library 
service for use by the villages of Ardeley, Benington, Watton, 
Stapleford, Dane End, Datchworth, Aston, Walkern, Waterford and 
Tonwell.  We are buying toys and equipment suitable for 0 to 4 year 
olds and hope to start the service after Easter. Parents and carers will 
be welcome to hire the toys for a small charge for their children to 
enjoy at home. 

 

Dance 2007 at the Gordon Craig Theatre 
 

Several Children from Walkern will be performing in Dance 2007 at 
the Gordon Craig Theatre on May 10th, 11th and 12th. The 
performance is in aid of charity. 
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The United Benefice of St Peter, Benington 
with St Mary, Walkern 

www.ubbw.org.uk 

Church Services: April 2007 
 

Sunday 1st  Palm Sunday     

9.30am Family Communion, beginning with   
pony-led procession from The Rectory  
at 9.25am     Walkern 

11.00am Parish Communion    Benington 
3.00pm Performance of Mark‟s Gospel  
  by Lance Pierson, followed by tea  Benington  

 

HOLY WEEK 
Monday 2

nd
  8.00pm Holy Communion   Walkern 

Tuesday 3
rd

   8.00pm Holy Communion   Benington 
Wednesday 4

th
 8.00pm Holy Communion   Walkern 

Thursday 5
th
   7.00pm Maundy Thursday Supper  

  followed by Vigil   Benington 
 8.00pm Holy Communion   Walkern  
Good Friday 11.00am Good Friday Meditation  Benington 
 2.00pm    „The Last Hour‟   Walkern 
 

Sunday 8
th

   Easter Sunday  
8.00am  Holy Communion, 1662    Benington 
9.30am Parish Communion    Walkern 
11.00am  Family Service with Communion  Benington 
3.30pm Service of Remembrance ofthe Departed Walkern 

 

Sunday 15th  Second Sunday of Easter 
8.00am  Holy Communion, 1662    Benington 
9.30am  Parish Eucharist     Walkern 
11.00am  Family Service      Walkern 
11.00am  New Worship     Benington 
 

Sunday 22nd   Third Sunday of Easter 
8.00am  Holy Communion, 1662    Benington 
9.30am  Parish Eucharist     Walkern  
11.00am  Parish Communion    Benington 

 

Sunday 29th   Fourth Sunday of Easter 
8.00am  Holy Communion, 1662    Benington 
9.30am  Parish Eucharist, including Annual   Walkern 

Parochial Church Meeting   
11.00am  Morning Prayer     Benington 

http://www.ubbw.org.uk/
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Walkern United Reformed Church 
Services for April 2007, 10.00 am 

 

1st April Communion Service: Rev John Walker 
8th April Easter Sunday: Les Simmons of Ashwell URC 
15th April Rev John Walker 
22nd April Rev Tony Ruffell 
29th April Gerald Dunstan, Salvation Army Preacher 
 

Women’s Fellowship 
 
The March meeting of the Women‟s Fellowship was cancelled when 
our local Police Community Support Officers, the anticipated 
speakers, were called out on police business. 
 
The April meeting on the 11th will be at the home of Marjorie Ashurst, 
when the speaker will be Rev Teddy Faure-Walker. 

Mary Miller 

From the Registers 
Baptisms 
18 March  Samuel James Hill 
 

Funerals 
23 February Sydney James Causer 
12 March   Elizabeth Tucker 

Place for Prayer 
On Tuesday evenings at 5.00pm there is a short time of prayer at 
Benington Church. Anyone is welcome to come. At this time we 
especially pray for those mentioned on the Church‟s Prayer Board.   
 

Midweek Communion service 
Christians of all denominations meet at this communion service held 
on Thursday mornings at Walkern United Reformed Chapel, 10.00-
10.30am. 
Because of other services held over Easter, there will not be a 
morning communion service on Thursday 5th April or Thursday 12th 
April. 
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The deadline for inclusion in the May issue of the 
Walkern Journal is 20

th
 April 2007 

 

Please send all articles and reports for the Walkern Journal to 
the Editor: Janet Woodall, 20 Totts Lane, Walkern, SG2 7PL.  

Email walkernjournal@beeb.net 
Telephone 01438 861688   

 

Distribution: Please contact Janet Woodall for the time being 
 

Advertising: Justin Nye, 131 High Street, Walkern, SG2 7NP 
Email justin.nye@hieroglyphix.co.uk 

Telephone 01438 861344  
 

The Walkern Journal is printed by: 
Express Printing, 3 Milnyard Square, Peterborough PE2 6GX.  
Tel: 01733 230800  www.expressprinting.uk.com 

Painting of the Month at Walkern Gallery 

“River Seine, St Pierre-du-Vauvray” (opposite) 
by Stephen Lowe 

 

When I was asked to choose the painting of the month I thought “My, 
they must be scraping the barrel” because my knowledge of art is, to 
say the least, very limited, as is proved by my lack of appreciation of 
the recently stolen work by Picasso where the lady depicted had one 
eye in the middle of her cheek. 
 

People of my age group tend to be a bit nostalgic for times when the 
pace of living was not so fast and we had never heard of the word 
“stress”, and that is why I have chosen the River Seine, for its feeling 
of leisurely calm, and I am sure the tranquillity of the scene suggests a 
deckchair on the river bank and a glass of sherry. 

Norman Tucker 
 

Walkern Gallery 

56 High Street, Walkern, Herts. SG2 7PG  
www.walkerngallery.com         Tel: 01438 860369 

Thurs— Fri— Sat— Sun 
10am to 5pm 

mailto:walkernjournal@beeb.net
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Left: Pasque flower 
Right: lesser celandine. 

See Walkern on the 
Wildside, page 19 

Below: 1st Walkern 
Brownies dressed in 
Chinese Costume 

See page 35 


